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Friends of Max (FOM) is the world’s largest support group for CML (Chronic Myeloid Leukemia) and GIST (Gastrointesti-
nal Stromal Tumor) patients on lifelong therapy. It has been registered as a Charitable Trust by The Charities Commission-
er’s office in Mumbai since 2007. FOM today dedicates its services to more than 18000 patients spread across 36 City
Chapters in the country. We are the recognized support group arm of The Max Foundation in India. We arrange regular
face-to-face meetings for patients with treating physicians, train volunteers to help fellow patients live a positive and
productive life, organize events to spread awareness about the disease and the importance of compliance and aid and
facilitate access to monitoring tests for financially challenged patients.

Organizational Information
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Medical Director and Sr. Consultant,
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MVR Cancer Centre and Research
Institute, Calicut
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Oncology
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Message from
the Trustees

The Friends of Max (FOM) members have continued to focus on issues and causes of Chronic Myeloid Leukaemia (CML)
and Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumour (GIST), patients across the country and sustain awareness, fundraising and other
support activities for lower income communities. FOM launched two important projects viz. FOM Diagnostic Project and
FOM Shiksha Project. The first one is enabling patients all over India to conduct BCR-ABL tests on a complimentary basis
based upon the contribution of FOM to the diagnostic institution. The second project deals with providing education to
the CORE family members, a project that needs to grow leaps and bound. The projects would attract CSR donations from
various companies and are bound to help various persons in the country.

The unforeseen challenges raised by the COVID-19 pandemic are receding down and the economy appears to have
sprung back to normalcy, notwithstanding the impact of the Ukraine crisis. FOM organisation members have continued in
their endeavour to support the vulnerable cancer patients, and in doing so, benefit the society. FOM members have also
been actively involved with cancer-related initiatives around the world encouraging our patient leaders to engage and
invest in these projects thereby bringing best practices and access to the latest advocacy strategies to India.

From an email group for effective and result oriented communication with the GIPAP beneficiaries spread across India,
the Friends of Max trust has emerged as a major institution for patients diagnosed with two rare cancers - CML and GIST.
A decade back, no one could have imagined that an email group would snowball into what is today the world’s biggest
support group for CML and GIST Patients.

Today the Friends of Max is more than that. It is not just a patient support group, but a people’s movement. In the last
decade and a half, we have partnered with like-minded foundations and research institutions which have helped create a
self-sustaining ecosystemin India, benefiting the faction of our society dealing with life-long diseases, who would not have
otherwise received the medical access and care they do now. The Friends of Max Trust has attained reputation and is now
represented in some of the most important global platforms for CML and GIST and has made its own special place in the
world of cancer care.

Itis truly heart-warming to see Friends of Max continue to transition from a traditional patient support group to a catalyst

of social change in India, while creating gratifying stories of impact. Friends of Max will continue its journey of dedicating
themselves to the enhancement of the quality of life of patients and communities that it serves, adhering to its motto of
“Together We Share and Learn.”

- On behalf of the Trustees,
S.V. Sunder Krishnan,
(Treasurer, Friends of Max )
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Outreach
2021-22 29 States & 756

7 Union Territories Patients Touched
Y 1. Patient Support Group Meeting
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‘e 3. Patient Support Group Meeting
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%% 5.FOM Workshop on Social Media
30 as a Valuable Tool
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